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Synopsis

Music in Jewish History and Culture surveys the broad sweep of music among Jews of widely
diverse communities, from Biblical times to the modern day. Each chapter focuses on a different
Jewish cultural epoch, and, against the background of its principal historical and cultural traits,
explores the music and the way it functioned in that society. Proceeding more or less
chronologically, the fifteen chapters cover a variety of Jewish musical expressions. Topics
considered include performance practices of the ancient Temple, the relationship of Jewish and
early Christian music, cantillation, Jewish music in the worlds of medieval Islam and Christianity,
Yiddish and Ladino folk music, growth and development of the synagogue liturgy, cantorial song in
Europe and the United States, Yiddish theater in Europe and North America, klezmer, Jews in the
concert world of the past two centuries, music of the Holocaust, American synagogue music, and
music in modern Israel. A unique feature of the book is its carefully placed historical interludes,
while illustrations, charts, and a glossary of technical terms supplement the text. The book has been

planned to function both as a college text and an informative guide for the lay reader.
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Customer Reviews

"an ideal structure to be used in the modern college classroom ... Here in one book is a very good,

solid overview of the scope of Jewish music laid out in clear, unbiased language ... In terms of



breadth and factual content, it is, by far, the best book in English of its genre on the market today."
--Jewish Music WebCenter"The coverage of the book is impressive ... Music in Jewish History and
Culture is ... a timely and useful book ... It is one of the best available ... [presenting] a
comprehensive study of Jewish music." --MLA Notes"Music in Jewish History and Culture traces a
solid musical tradition through centuries of assimilation ... A theme throughout this study is the
adaptability of the Jewish community to surrounding cultures, using from them what will serve its
own needs. It's a long, long way from the psalms to Tin Pan Alley, Tzvi Avni or Shulamit Ran’s
opera Th Dybbuk. That circuitous route through space and time is mapped out for us by Rubin and

Baron." --The Hymn

Emanuel Rubin (d.2008) was professor of Judaic Studies and Music History at the University of
Massachusetts, Amherst, where he was also active as a composer. John Baron is Schawe
Professor of Music and director of the graduate program in musicology at Tulane University in New

Orleans where, among other subjects, he has taught Jewish music for thirty years.

What an intriguing textbook! It contains myriad facts, yet the authors’ opinions and interpretations of

those historical facts seem always to be substantiated.

Well researched and easy to use book on Jewish music throughout the ages. An easy to read,

thorough introduction that gives a good grounding for further research.
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